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A CLASH OF EXPECTATIONS AND KINGS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 2:1-20 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 

cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 

said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
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Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 

the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, 

pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Matthew 1:18-25 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 

her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 

the prophet: 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us).  24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given 

birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

 

Online, there is a website called Simantov. On their homepage, there are banners that 

say things like, “Premier Jewish Matchmaker, Find Your Soul mate,” “Wanted: 

Successful, Marriage-Minded Jewish Singles,” and “Premier Finders of Keepers.” What is 

this website about? It’s a matchmaking service, like eHarmony or match.com. Only, 

Simantov matches only Jewish men and Jewish women. Particularly those who are 

very busy, who perhaps do not have the spare time to date a bunch of people 

looking for the right one to marry… who do not want to be disappointed. Simantov’s 

selling point is that they have an 85% success rate in matching Jewish singles with just 

the right person, their true soul mate.  
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Joseph and Mary may also have been matched. Even back then Jewish 

matchmaking had quite a history. Do you remember how Isaac and Rebekah 

became a couple? Yes, Abraham gave his servant Eliezer the task of finding a suitable 

bride for his son Isaac. Eliezer was sent to Haran. There he found Rebekah, watering 

her father’s livestock. He chose her, paid the dowry price for her, and brought her to 

Isaac.  

 

Well, whether Joseph and Mary were matched or not, there was a specific protocol or 

plan that each Jewish couple had to go through. Both sets of parents were involved. 

There would be a dowry and aformal betrothal ceremony, involving a cup of wine 

from which both the prospective groom and prospective bride would drink.  It seems 

as if all of that had been followed in the case of Mary and Joseph. They were already 

pledged or betrothed to be married. They were just waiting for the big day to arrive. 

Everything had gone according to plan, so far. The local Nazareth matchmaking 

service could add yet another satisfied couple to their statistics. 

 

But then Joseph received from Mary a rather unsettling update.  Joseph became 

disappointed. The unexpected, the unplanned for, had happened.   Suddenly 

Joseph’s expectations were not met. 

 

Expectations. We have expectations. Then, the unexpected happens. Disappointment 

follows. Has this happened to you? How so? Disappointment of our expectations may 

not have led us to action as drastic as Joseph’s, who decided to divorce Mary. But 

disappointment has led us to actions and reactions that were not good, not God-

pleasing, not healthy.  

 

Truth be told, Joseph’s reaction to his disappointment with Mary was not pleasing to 

God. God was disappointed. As disappointed as when Joseph’s ancestor, King Ahaz 

was offered a sign. A sign of God’s protection of Jerusalem was being offered 

because the northern kingdom of Israel, the 10 northern tribes, had allied themselves 

with Syria to attack Jerusalem. King Ahaz, the descendant of King David was being 

offered a sign, and he refused it. Never had the house of David sunken so low… until 

now with Joseph.  
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Joseph, descendant of David, was not only not king of Israel, he was just a humble 

carpenter in Nazareth. While a pretender named Herod sat on the throne of David in 

Jerusalem. On top of that, God had now sent a sign to Joseph that Mary was carrying 

in her womb Israel’s Messiah, the true king of Israel. But Joseph refused the sign. 

Elizabeth had given birth to a son in her old age, just like Sarah had given birth to 

Isaac. A miracle of God!! A sign!!  But Joseph refused it. Never had the house of David 

sunken so low.  

 

God was disappointed with Joseph’s reaction, but dealing with disappointment is not 

beyond God. He deals with us patiently. He addresses our disappointments. Not only 

did the Lord patiently provide yet another sign to Joseph that what Mary was telling 

him was true. But then there was the additional sign of an angel sent to Joseph in a 

dream.  

 

But then God provided a series of signs to Joseph and Mary and us.  The arrival of the 

shepherds at the manger was a sign.  They were complete strangers telling Joseph 

and Mary about something that was a secret only between the two of them.   The fact 

that the shepherds knew where to look for the newborn Messiah could only have 

come from the angels of God, just as the shepherds said. That God had summoned 

shepherds from tending their sheep to witness the Anointed One, the Messiah, the son 

of David.   Why, that called to mind how David the shepherd had been summoned 

from tending the sheep to be anointed as king of Israel. Later more signs would be 

given to Joseph: the arrival of the Magi to worship the new king of Israel and the 

powerful words of Simeon and Anna at the temple.  

 

Still later would be given the sign that is given to us, that addresses all of our 

disappointments, all of our unmet expectations, every unexpected and unwelcome 

event: the sign of the cross and empty tomb. The sign that says our own plans may go 

awry, but God has a plan. He has matched us with Himself in Christ, and He will be 

faithful to the vows He has made to us. That every hurt and disappointment we’ve 

experienced will be healed. That there will be no more tears. That through the 

prophets like Isaiah the empty cup for betrothal had been set on the table.  
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Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension have filled that 

cup. Fulfilled those prophecies. 

 

This morning we again drink from the cup that both points back to Jesus’ death and 

resurrection and points ahead to Jesus’ Second Coming when the cup of God’s 

fulfilled promises will overflow.  

 

Will our expectations then be finally met? No!!  They will be exceeded!!! 

 

As we drink from the cup this morning, God points us to the sign that promises our 

disappointments are not beyond His sphere of influence. The sign of cross and open 

grave say God has a plan, and nothing can derail it.        

 

Amen! 

 

 


